
mcall.com - Lehigh River Sojourn -- Day 1

  Get the latest news by email. Sign up today! | log in 

Search 

 

 Exploring the river

WILDLANDS CONSERVANCY'S
LEHIGH RIVER SOJOURN

2005
June 24-27

• Introduction
• Sojourn -- Day 1
• Sojourn -- Day 2
• Sojourn -- Day 3
• Sojourn -- Day 4 

 

Colorful cool-down

MORE: Multimedia and Photos

 Related News on the Web

Pennsylvania news
New Jersey news
Philadelphia news
U.S. news
World news
Weather news

Powered by Topix.net 

Most Emailed Stories

•  Baltimore Orioles' top 
affiliate planned for Allentown 
stadium 

•  Lehigh University's new 
mission: space, the final 
frontier 

•  Developer to resubmit zoning 
variance request 

More emailed stories 

 Lehigh Valley roads

From The Morning Call -- 

 

Article Options
Email Print Comment RSS

Lehigh River Sojourn -- Day 
1
Today, the Sojourn started in the Acahela scout 
camp because of low water levels. It started out 
fun, but because of the low water, there were a lot 
of rocks that we got caught up on. We saw a bald 
eagle when we first entered the Francis E. Walter 
Reservoir, and many turkey buzzards. As we 
entered the reservoir, there were strong 
headwinds, which made out trip a lot longer than it 
should have been. It was also extremely hard to 
paddle into the wind.

When we finally reached the dam, there was an 
amazing site, the dam itself. The Francis E. Walter Dam is made from clay and stone bought in from six 
other sites and topped off by more gravel and stone. Also, there is now drift wood on the dam from the 
previous hurricanes. The control tower had water marks more than half way up. The dam is operated 
by the Army Corps of Engineers. Dave Williams, from the corps, said that on Saturday, they were going 
to release 650 cfs, and 400 on Sunday. They just recently finished a two lane road on the top of the 
dam, which offers a spectacular view of the reservoir and the Lehigh River.

Stoddartsville is a small town that is full of history. The town was named after John Stoddart. 
Stoddartsville was a good town for trade and shipping, because it was in the middle of everything. The 
turnpike went from Scranton-Wilkes-Barre, through Stoddartsville, to Easton, PA. The Lehigh River 
flows through Stoddartsville, past White Haven, and through modern day Jim Thorpe to Easton. The 
Wyoming Valley is about 14 miles from Stoddartsville. His Dream was to build a canal up to his grist 
mill and lumber mill. After much planning and effort Stoddart felt he had the perfect plan. However, 
Stoddart went bankrupt when the canal stopped at White Haven about 6 miles downstream.

Before we set off into the river, 87-year-old, John Butler, a descendant of Lord Butler, gave our group a 
talk about the history on Stoddartsville. Across the falls was the grist mill. The mill was falling apart, 
piece by piece. In the mill flour was made and sent down river to Philadelphia. Only half of the flour 
made it all the way due to nature of traveling though bear-trap locks. Perhaps half or less of the arks 
completed the trip to Easton. It is John Butler's dream to use the 650 acres the conservancy acquired 
to build a historic village around the old one.

There are many interesting natural features along the Lehigh River, some of which we got to see today. 
The Lehigh Falls behind John Butler's house at on time were located near the Stoddart grist mill. 
However, due to erosion over the past 100 years they are now in line with John Butler's house. These 
are the only major falls on the Lehigh River. Normally, the sojourn would start here at Stoddartsville, 
but the river was so low at 28 cfs that we could not start here. Some stretches on the Lehigh were only 
5-6 feet long and a foot deep which made canoeing tough.

The Palisades were a fascinating part of today's trip. In this section you were treated to deeper water 
levels as well as amazing stone walls. The walls appeared to be built block by block, but this was an 
illusion created by erosion. Another sight at the Palisades was many huge hemlock trees. However, 
there was something unusual about these hemlock, their roots were curved upward. These trees knew 
they could not penetrate the stone walls, yet they had such a desire to live that the hemlock trees 
curved their roots back up the hill and into the soil.

Tomorrow will be the most fun day yet. Whitewater rafting sounds fun, but challenging. We are also 
going to have a program given to us called "Rhythms Heard Along the Lehigh". Hopefully, the water will 
be nice, and feel refreshing during the day. 
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